
      Partners Universal Multidisciplinary Research Journal (PUMRJ) 

                       Volume: 03 Issue: 04 | June - July 2026 | ISSN: 3107-5789 | www.pumrj.com 

 

© 2026, PUMRJ | PU Publications | DOI:10.5281/zenodo.21792035                                                                    Page | 1 
 

Cockroaches and Coders How Gen Z Is Rewriting the Grammar of Power 
in the World's Largest Democracy 

Dr.A.Shaji George 

Independent Researcher, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Abstract - This article explores an emerging faultline in Indian politics the disconnect between a young 
generation who are growing up on the internet and an older generation that are shaping the political 
landscape. It's an insight into a much larger shift in structure, through a recent viral episode where young 
Indians were able to reclaim an insulting label and organise quickly online. The article examines the 
generational theory, demographic data and global examples of youth-led mobilisation to understand 
why Baby Boomers, Generation X and Millennials have failed to meet the expectations of Gen Z, what 
generation Z wants from politics and where established politics has failed them in areas such as 
employment, dignity, climate and trust in institutions. It suggests that the main concept of a Gen Z prime 
minister is not as significant as a symptom of the increasing generational pressure on power. It provides 
frameworks for comprehending meme driven mobilization, as well as offering a distinction between 
durable movements and viral flashes and offering some practical strategies for young organizers, 
incumbent parties and institutions looking at adapting. It concludes that the true revolution has nothing 
to do with age and that the new operating system for participation is faster, flatter, more transparent and 
harder to ignore. The main takeaway is that the generational shift in politics is happening it is a matter of 
when and how, not if. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
In every age there is a time that an insult rebounds. When someone in authority tells a group that it is 
worthless, the group hears it and rather than cowering, it comes together. This is the old pattern of which 
the rumour of young Indians making a disparaging label into a badge of identity is a part, though the 
exact nature of the label might be open to question. A widely reported derogatory remark, likening the 
unemployed youth to cockroaches, not only resulted in laughter, but in coordination. In days, the claim 
states, a “Cockroach Janta Party” had millions of online followers and tens of thousands of members and 
was not a well-organized party. Regardless of whether those numbers are upheld, the phenomenon is 
true and can be confirmed in pattern, if not in specifics. Around the globe, young people are resisting 
political systems they believe don't listen to or have their interests at heart by employing satire, speed, 
and networked coordination. The Bharatiya Janata Party is truly the biggest party in the world in terms of 
membership and an amazing organizational effort. But size and structure do not equal cultural resonance 
with the youngest voters and that is where this story resides. 

This article isn't to say that India's next PM will be a twenty something content creator. The framing is best 
understood as provocation a dramatization of a real trend, and not a prediction. Although the 
constitution of India allows citizens as young as twenty five to sit in the Lok Sabha, a young leader is not 
legally impossible, but the route to the prime minister's office goes through parties, parliaments, and 
coalitions, which are based on experience and patronage. drive to protest the strength of Gen Z's political 
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drive portend for the future of governance and what should everyone, from young insurgents to old 
institutions, do about it. 

 

Fig -1: From Insult to Identity from Scorn to Strength 
 

To answer that we must look behind us before we look ahead. 

 
2. OBJECTIVES 
This article is designed to achieve five purposes.  

• First, to understand India's Gen Z and their resentment with traditional politics, through a structural 
and cultural lens.  

• Second, to examine, fairly and critically, the reasons why the younger citizens have not been fully 
satisfied by the preceding generations without making the story a slogan.  

• Thirdly, transcend stereotypes and map what Gen Z expects from leaders and institutions.  

• Fourth, to offer practical frameworks and strategies for use by students, organizers, professionals, 
and policy makers.  

• Fifth, to evaluate realistic future scenarios, such as the provocative thought of a very young head 
of government, and to identify areas where future research is needed.  

Throughout, it is about informing, challenging easy assumption on both sides and being honest about 
what we know and don't know. 

 
3. BACKGROUND GENERATIONS, DEMOGRAPHY, AND THE HISTORY OF YOUTH IN INDIAN POLITICS 
3.1 What generation really means 



      Partners Universal Multidisciplinary Research Journal (PUMRJ) 

                       Volume: 03 Issue: 04 | June - July 2026 | ISSN: 3107-5789 | www.pumrj.com 

 

© 2026, PUMRJ | PU Publications | DOI:10.5281/zenodo.21792035                                                                    Page | 3 
 

It is important to ground the word generation, as it is used rather freely. In his essay "The Problem of 
Generations" (1928), the sociologist Karl Mannheim was not satisfied with the definition of a generation as 
simply "a group of persons born at the same time. It is people who have formative historical experience in 
their impressionable years adolescence to early adulthood. This common experience gives rise to a 
shared lens. For one group it could be a war, for another group it could be an economic collapse, for 
another group it could be a technological revolution. 

With that in mind, Gen Z (typically born from the late 90s to around 2012) is the first generation to have the 
smartphone, social media, and constant connectivity as a constant presence during their childhood. 
They did not go online. They were brought up in it. This is important because, as Marshall McLuhan said so 
many years ago, the medium is the message, it is the mind. The generation that has grown up with feeds, 
threads and short videos understands and processes information, authority, and persuasion in a different 
way than the generation that grew up with newspapers, TV and party rallies. 

The popular generational terms such as Baby Boomers, Generation X, Millennials and Gen Z were first 
coined in the West, particularly in the USA and it is advisable not to simply transplant such terms to India. 
There is not a single youth culture in a village in Bihar and in a gated community in Gurugram. However, 
there is a truth in the framework the experiences that have defined the India of today's leaders 
Emergency, License Raj, 1991 liberalisation are not the experiences of the India of today's teenagers, who 
have come of age during demonetization, a pandemic, gig economy and an attention economy. 

 
Fig -2: Background Generation Demography and the History of youth in Indian Politics 

 
3.2 India's demographic reality 
The figures here are not the "viral" claims. These are well recorded. India is one of the youngest big 
countries in the world. Approximately half of its population is under the age of 30, and the median age is 
in the late 20s, which is much lower than the age of China, Japan, the United States, or Western Europe. 
This is the often talked about demographic dividend that is based on the notion that a large working age 
population can drive decades of growth. 
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However, if the dividend isn't invested, it's not a dividend. When the population is young and has no 
adequate opportunity to gain good employment, it is not an asset but a pressure cooker. While India's 
overall economy has performed admirably, employment generation for the youth, both in terms of 
quantity and quality, has not been up to scratch. Multiple surveys, including the Centre for Monitoring 
Indian Economy and reports from the International Labour Organization, have pointed out that there is a 
serious issue of youth unemployment, particularly among the educated and a lack of job-credential 
alignment. This is no meme, as millions of qualified young people compete for a few thousand 
government jobs. It's a fact of structure, seeking vocabulary. 

3.3 Youth in Indian political history 
Youth driven politics is nothing new in India. The students were at the heart of the struggle for freedom. 
Student unrest fuelled the JP movement of the 1970s, which helped to bring down a government. In the 
past, campus politics has been a school of national leaders in all parties. Young, urban and middle class 
energy was a large part of the anti-corruption agitation of 2011, which was spearheaded by Anna Hazare 
and subsequently the Aam Aadmi Party, and to some extent through new social media. It's not that young 
people are angry or mobilized that's new. It's the backbone of their mobilisation. Previous youth 
movements required physical assembly, charismatic leaders, sympathetic press, a gradual process of 
organization development. Today's young Indians can coordinate as fast as a forwarded reel, build 
identities around a common joke, and circumvent the traditional gatekeepers altogether. That's the 
infrastructure change that is the real news in the cockroach story. 

 
4. CURRENT TRENDS MEMES, SPEED, AND THE NEW ARCHITECTURE OF MOBILIZATION 
4.1 From outrage to satire 
The most remarkable thing about the reported episode is how it reacted to insult. When power is 
disrespecting the older instinct, is to protest, to demand an apology, to express hurt. Increasingly, the Gen 
Z urge is to meme. The insult is being turned into a label, one that the individual has chosen for himself in 
this case, the cockroach. It does several things simultaneously. It accepts the insult, it gives the thumbs up 
to the insulted and it makes the insulter look foolish, and it generates content that can be shared and will 
spread the insult message much quicker than a press release can. It's not frivolous. Social movement 
scholars have demonstrated that humor can be an effective means of resistance. Satire makes it easier 
to participate, it's easy to join in on the joke and share, and it's difficult to crack down on a joke without 
coming across as ridiculous. Whether it's the cardboard placards of Hong Kong protestors or the 
absurdist protest signs of the climate marches, irony is now a universal protest grammar. It's not 
something newly created by Gen Z, but rather something they have industrialized. 

4.2 The mechanics of viral political organizing 
While it is good to take with a pinch of salt claims of millions of followers gained in a few days, the 
principle behind it is true and should be understood. Modern platforms are designed to grow explosively 
and have low friction. An idea that is relatable and emotionally charged and funny can get very big 
without an advertising budget, it's a recommendation algorithm. This is accomplished by three features. 
Firstly, almost no coordination costs. The group can be formed, share a logo and have an identity without 
any charges or permission. Secondly, content is identity. Each member is a broadcaster, as membership 
is expressed by posting and sharing, movement and marketing are one. Third, algorithmic amplification. 
The novelty and emotion is what engagement based systems reward, and an unusual and funny political 
identity is structurally privileged. On the other hand, fragility, which I come back to when challenged. 
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Memes can be created and die as quickly as they are created. 

4.3 The creator as a political actor 
The biggest trend is likely to be the emergence of an independent creator as a political voice that often 
has the same reach as mainstream media and party machinery. One YouTube or Instagram star whose 
millions of young followers adore can influence opinion in ways that required twentieth century politicians 
to build an entire newspaper empire. It is for this reason that parties on both sides of the aisle have been 
courting creators in recent elections in India. 

 

Fig -3: Current Trends Memes, Speed And the new Architecture of Mobilization 
 

This is the essence of the bold headline of the ‘creator becoming prime minister’s. Authenticity, being 
fluent in the native language of the platform, being able to build parasocial trust and having a quick 
response to the mood of the audience are more becoming the skills of effective political communication. 
A generation that has seen creators being very direct with the camera isn't going to put up with the 
rambling and evasive tone of traditional politicians. 

 
5. CHALLENGES WHY OLDER GENERATIONS STRUGGLE TO SATISFY GEN Z 
This is where the analysis of the article takes place. It is easy to see the divide between the two as an old 
versus young one, or a failure of one government. That's not what's really going on and it's not 
comfortable for anyone. 
5.1 The expectation mismatch 
Baby Boomers and Gen X leaders grew up in a scarcity and slow institutions world. Stable government 
job, a pucca house and steady though modest progress was their measure of success. They appreciate 
respect for authority, patience, hierarchy, and loyalty. They have been raised in the one-to-many 
broadcast world of the rally, the TV speech, the newspaper interview. Growing up in the age of information 
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and choice, Gen Z has been surrounded by a lack of attention and certainty, and most importantly, 
opportunity for them to maximize their education. There are several ways in which their expectations are 
different. 

They don't just want delivery, they expect responsiveness. They have been raised to expect everything to 
be done for them and they can't stand slow, opaque governance, particularly because it doesn't do 
anything. When a grievance goes into the bureaucratic black hole, it's like it's being treated with 
disrespect. 

 
Fig -4: Challenges Why Older Generations Struggle to Satisfy GenZ 

 

They want the real deal, not the shined up version. A performance literate generation can sniff out a focus 
group slogan in no time. When it's curated perfection, it looks like it's fake. This places older, image 
managed politicians at a disadvantage to the blunter, messier, more human communicators. They are 
not only to be ruled, but they are to be part of the action. They were raised on the Internet to comment, 
remix, rate, and create co create. The top down politics that has been used, where they are seen as a 
passive vote bank to be mobilized once every five years, is insulting to them. 

They look for values to be in sync, not just skills. Many in this group see issues such as climate, mental 
health, gender, caste discrimination, and personal freedom as not being on the fringes. They are the key 
indicators of whether a leader is on their side. If the older generations are using yesterday's definitions of 
success, and using yesterday's grammar, they may be objectively doing well and failing to be 
satisfactory. It's the difference between delivery and satisfaction that is at the heart of the issue. 

5.2 The jobs question 
There is no more important factor than employment. If there is one grievance that is common among the 
young Indians, irrespective of surveys, and irrespective of political affiliations, it is the lack of sufficient 
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number of good, dignified, and future proof jobs. This isn't a partisan comment. It is recognized across the 
political spectrum, although the different sides accuse each other of being responsible. 

The challenge is very difficult. The jobs of a generation of new graduates are the ones that are under 
threat from automation and artificial intelligence, the white collar, and routine jobs. There is inadequate 
growth of the formal sector to absorb the millions of new entrants to the labor force each year. This 
results in many youth becoming underemployed, in gig economy without security or in a vicious circle of 
preparing for competitive exams for dwindling government jobs. When a highly educated young person 
is unable to secure employment commensurate with their skills and qualifications or in a field of their 
choice, it not only leads to economic hardship, but is an incredible sense of betrayal. They obeyed and 
obeyed, studied, and studied, and got their degrees and the implicit social contract failed to uphold its 
end of the bargain. It's important to acknowledge that this is a structural and global problem, and not one 
that is peculiar to any government or country. However, it's also the case that incumbents have outcomes 
in their control. If you have power for more than 10 years, the people have the right to blame you for the 
condition of the employment market, regardless of whether you are responsible. 

5.3 The dignity question 
Dignity is linked to employment. The reaction to being compared to cockroaches was reported and 
whether true or not, exaggerated or not it hit a nerve. When young people feel economically stranded, 
they often feel culturally dismissed and talked down to by leaders who were able to get into an easier 
economy decades ago, who lecture young people on discipline and patience. Politically, the fact that 
they are invisible and unheard by the powerful is more explosive than their economic deprivation. If a 
person feels respected, then he or she will do almost anything. They will be much more likely to rebel if 
they feel humiliated. 

5.4 Institutional trust and the credibility gap 
The attitude of Gen Z towards institutions is a paradox. They are highly distrustful of traditional authority, 
the political party, the legacy newspaper, the official spokesperson and have a huge trust in peers, 
creators, and crowdsourced sentiment. This is an inversion that produces a credibility gap. Statements 
can be issued through official channels and have an impact, while an anonymous meme account sets 
the tone. Institutions that were designed to operate in an era of information scarcity, when they were in 
control of the flow, are challenged in an era of information abundance, when they no longer have a 
monopoly. 

5.5 The honest counterpoint 
Fairness means that it's important to recognize the other side. Not all the older generations are out-of-
touch villains. They established and strengthened institutions, increased access to education, 
infrastructure, and brought hundreds of millions out of extreme poverty and faced some real challenges. 
Governance is a field that requires experience. Patience is not complacency, sometimes it's wisdom. 
Naivety of young energy without institutional knowledge, and movements that value authenticity can also 
be a reward for demagoguery and oversimplification. What has empowered Gen Z to organise against 
power can be and is manipulated. A balanced perspective is that it is true that the establishment has 
indeed underserved the young, but it is also true that the young's preferred mode of politics has real 
dangers all on its own. 

 
6. SOLUTIONS AND FRAMEWORKS 
What can be done to address the gap, once it has been diagnosed. This section provides guidance for 
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three target groups: young organizers, incumbent parties and leaders as well as institutions in general. 

 

Fig -5: Solutions And Frameworks 
 
6.1 A framework for young organizers from spark to structure 
Memes are the thinnest of movements. They create heat but seldom convert it to a lasting power source. 
History of internet fueled movements, including Occupy and many other flash mobilizations, is littered 
with exploding and dying movements that were incapable of building structure. There are three stages in 
which young organizers can think about avoiding that fate. 

The first one is the spark of the viral moment that generates attention and a shared identity. It is this that 
the cockroach story captures. Emotional resonance and timing is key, and Gen Z is good at this. 

Second phase is to scaffold and turn attention into permanent infrastructure. That is, taking the folks from 
the followers to the members, to the people who show up offline. It is about creating decision making 
processes, no matter how light, that will carry on without the founders' interest. It is about stating a few 
specific requests, not a general attitude. Movements come to a halt when they are unable to answer the 
question, what is it you want and how will you know if you have it. 

The third phase is the structure, when a movement turns into an institution that can challenge power on 
its own ground by participating in elections, by putting pressure or by organizing formally. This is a time 
for unglamorous activities fundraising, governing, coalition building and compromise. It's what meme 
culture deems uninteresting, and that's why very few movements finish it. 

Young organizers' takeaway Don't consider virality a success, consider it a start. Don't just collect likes, get 
contact information. Create local nodes, rather than national hashtags. Choose goals that you can win 
and are specific. And acknowledge that real power means patient and structural work and not memes. 
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6.2 A framework for incumbents listen, translate, deliver, prove 
For the established parties and leaders, the challenge is how to stay relevant to a generation that 
considers them alien, especially the world's largest. A four part structure is helpful. 

Listen, don't perform. This means to take young people's voice seriously, as information not as ‘noise', and 
create genuine pathways for hearing the feedback, not just the positive stories. It involves not blowing 
criticism out of proportion because it comes from enemies. 

Convert to native language of the platform. This isn't about an awkwardly made video by a leader. It's 
about talking straight, funny, and like yourself, the way the medium will pay off. Important: This is not 
something that can be simulated! Authenticity is not translated well, it is cringe and cringe is worse than 
silence. 

Become the substance that is most important, most of all about jobs, opportunity, and dignity. There's 
nothing more important than tangible outcomes, no matter how well you communicate. Gen Z is smart 
enough to see through the media manipulation and know that it's not about change. 

Prove it transparently. Trust in official claims is limited, and results need to be demonstrable, verifiable 
and preferably crowdsource able. This group is more likely to be impressed by open data, quantifiable 
goals and by the recognition of failures. 

6.3 A framework for institutions legitimacy in an age of abundance 
The take-home message for institutions in general is that legitimacy can no longer be taken for granted 
by virtue of holding a particular position. It needs to be a constant achievement, through transparency, 
responsiveness, and respect. The most crucial one is this Don't embarrass the young. To be 
condescending is the quickest route to frustration to revolt. Youth-serving organizations that engage 
young people as partners and stakeholders, that explain and don't command, and that clearly listen to 
what young people have to say, will maintain their legitimacy. The price of lecturing, dismissing, or 
insulting will be much higher for those that do so, as in today's world, every slight can go viral. 

 
7. PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS HOW DO THESE IDEAS TRANSLATE INTO ACTION ACROSS DIFFERENT 
SETTINGS 
7.1 For students and young citizens 
Do what you can where you are. It is not necessary for change to occur at the national level first for it to 
occur at the political level. Skills are developed and credibility is gained at the local level, whether it's a 
local issue, a broken civic service, a campus grievance, or a neighborhood problem. Write about issues  
not just anger. Understand boring machines, budgets and the law making process, how local government 
works, because knowledge of the system is what makes a protester a power player. Make connections 
outside your bubble including with older people as lasting change requires intergenerational allies. And 
develop media literacy as a defensive skill as the algorithms that enable your movement can be used to 
mislead you. 

7.2 For professionals and workplaces 
Political Generational Dynamics are like organizational Generational Dynamics. The issue of retention is 
the same for companies that are having trouble with their young employees: they expect responsiveness, 
authenticity, participation, and values alignment not just a paycheck and a hierarchy. The frameworks 
are directly transferred. By listening to them, communicating clearly, providing meaningful work and 
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respecting, not condescending, young talent will be retained. If you're one of those that needs to be 
treated as a leader and expects to be obeyed, you'll have to deal with quiet quitting at the very least and 
exodus at the very most. The workplace can be a good laboratory to learn about the overall political 
change and managing it well is a competitive advantage. 

 
Fig -6: Practical Applications How Do These Ideas Translate into Action Across Different Settings 

 
7.3 For organizations and movements 
The spark is a great way to organize discipline and should be used by any organization wanting to get 
young people involved. Many nonprofits and campaigns have a viral moment and then they lose it, since 
they don't have a way to capture and channel the energy. Set up the scaffolding in advance. How to get 
people from attention to membership, what to ask people to do, and how to do the boring part of 
following up. Participate, don't consume, treat your community as co-creators, give them real ownership 
and real tasks, and your community will be committed. 

7.4 For policymakers 
The policy most likely to have the most impact is one to deal with the jobs and dignity issue on a large 
scale. This involves making a serious investment in job creation, skilling that is relevant to the future 
demand and not to the economy of the past, supporting the entrepreneurial and creative economy that 
many young people are already developing, and implementing a social safety net that is relevant to gig 
and informal economy. It also involves setting up governance that is responsive by design, with real-time 
feedback mechanisms, open data, and grievance procedures that are effective in resolving grievances. 
Policymakers who view youth frustration as a public order issue, rather than a signal to address, are 
showing much more instability. 

 
8. FUTURE PROSPECTS 
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8.1 Will the next leader be Gen Z 
The headline must be dealt with in all honesty. Unfortunately, it's unlikely that there will be a literal Gen Z 
prime minister of India in the near term, for structural reasons. It takes years of party-building, 
parliamentary experience and coalition managing to get to that office, all of which give a significant 
advantage to older politicians. The constitution allows young people, the political system favors the old. It 
is more likely that the next few years will see a steady stream of young legislators, young party workers, 
young advisors, and young agenda setters who increasingly change the priorities and the style of politics 
from the inside-out and from the bottom-up. 

 

Fig -7: Generation Z in Indian Politics 
 

What's really going on is that the headline is misstating the question. The revolution is not a matter of age 
of the person on top. It's about who's concerns are on the agenda, whose language is the language of 
politics and whose participation is politics that enables. By those metrics, Gen Z is already making a 
strong impact, and its impact will continue to increase as the generation comes of age and becomes 
more economically powerful. Demography is slow and inexorable. 

8.2 Three scenarios 
In thinking it is better to think in scenarios than in predictions. 

In the adaptation scenario, established parties can translate to new grammar, credibly tackle the jobs 
and dignity issue and integrate the energy of young people into the old system. There is no break in the 
process of modernization of politics. Youth frustration is directed towards reform not revolution. In the 
disruption scenario, the establishment doesn't adapt, the gap continues to widen and a new political 
force, perhaps one of those that came into being because of the kind of viral mobilization described here, 
emerges, with a charismatic young leader and a savvy digital operation. It's the Aam Aadmi Party path, 
just faster and more technologically advanced. 
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Where there is no constructive outlet for frustration, no reform, no healthy new movement, cynicism, 
polarization, and an openness to demagogues who play on youth anger but not youth interests prevails 
in the volatility scenario. This is a risky situation and it's not so improbable. The outcome that unfolds will 
greatly rely on decisions that are made today by the incumbents and insurgents. 

8.3 The risks worth naming 
There is a need to have a sober understanding of the risks when being optimistic about youth power. 
Manufactured virality, astroturfing, bot-driven campaigns and foreign corporate manipulation can be 
done at the same low cost as virality for a true movement. The emphasis on authenticity and emotion 
can make for a pay-off for simplistic, even extremist, messaging, at the expense of nuance. Mobilization 
can focus on attention, and attention can take the place of solutions, and spectacle can replace 
substance. A generation suspicious of all institutions is at risk of rejecting the good and independent 
courts, free press, a professional bureaucracy and, indeed, the broken. A healthy generational change 
builds up institutions instead of nihilistically tearing them down. 

 
9. THE DOUBLE-EDGED ALGORITHM WHY MEDIA LITERACY IS THE REAL BATTLEGROUND 
All weapons that can be used for Gen Z's political empowerment can be used against them. It is the 
unpalatable reality that any honest report on youth mobilisation has to face. The same recommendation 
is engines that allow a little spark to reach millions of people are completely apathetic as to whether the 
spark is real, fabricated, or malicious. They are not about truth, they're about emotion and novelty. 

Think about how this phenomenon described in this article can be easily faked. A few organized accounts, 
a bogus quote, some bought followers and an emotionally charged identity are all that's needed to 
create the illusion of a mass movement. Follower counts are available for purchase. Bots are allowed to 
be "Members". A powerful figure can make a viral statement, and the world may not even know if it was 
ever said or not. When a correction comes, the story line has become a belief. That's why it's important to 
question the central claims of stories such as the one in question here, instead of automatically 
disseminating them. 

The weakness is the structure. The generation that doesn't trust institutions, but does trust peers and 
creators is, paradoxically, easier to manipulate, as manipulation now comes in the guise of a friendly 
face, not the face of official authority. This is where Astroturfing can be done to perfection, as corporate or 
political interests pretend to have grassroots support. All foreign influence operations, domestic 
propaganda networks, and outrage entrepreneurs play on the same psychology. 

There's a reason why media literacy is not a "soft add-on" to youth politics. It's the base defense. There are 
three habits that are of the most importance. 

Always check before amplifying! When people feel compelled to post a wild comment or statistic to social 
media the first thing that comes to mind, that's exactly what manipulators are hoping they will do. The 
disarmament of most disinformation is accomplished simply by stopping to ask: “who said this, when, 
and where is the primary source.” 

Secondly, detach emotions from facts. The best indication that you are being manipulated is that it 
makes you angry and you must do something about it. The information that is true does not need to be 
urgent. 

Thirdly, don't trust the numbers, just the message. Follower Counts, View Numbers, and "members" can be 
played. It's much more difficult to fake durable, verifiable, offline action, than a viral number. 
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Fig -8: The Double Edged Algorithm 
 

To organizers, it's a double-edged sword. A movement that is based on something that is true is strong. 
The one that capitalizes on an out-of-proportion, made-up viral moment will always be vulnerable, for as 
soon as it's revealed to be built on a flaky foundation its credibility is undermined. The strongest and most 
moral approach is also the most effective: be honest, be open, and allow the power of the cause, not the 
numbers themselves, to drive the movement. Politically aware and media literate generation is truly 
unstoppable. An awakened credulous one is just raw material for the one who feed him the best. Perhaps 
the most crucial variable of the two is which of these two futures unfolds. 

 

10. GAPS IN THE LITERATURE AND DIRECTIONS FOR RESEARCH 
From an academic point of view, the comprehension of these dynamics is behind the speed of the 
phenomenon itself: the internet. There are several needs to be addressed. 

First, most of the generational theory is still very Eurocentric. There is a need for more research about 
generational cohorts in India and the Global South, specifically, because these cohorts in India are much 
more complex than the Boomer to Gen Z binary and caste, region, language, and class are all factors that 
intersect and cross over generational age. 

Second, there is a lack of good longitudinal data on how successful viral political mobilization is in terms 
of lasting involvement. Will meme engagement lead to voting, organizing, and building institutions over 
time, or will it dissipate. The cockroach-style episodes are natural experiments, and it would be useful to 
follow the afterlives of these episodes. 

Third, little theoretical work has been done on the causal relationship between economic precarity and 
political behavior of the educated young. We know there's frustration out there. We know less specifically 
how it is translated into political decisions and what interventions will affect the trajectories. 
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Fourth, creators' political role research is still in its infancy. The creator, as a quasi-political institution, 
reaching, trusted, influential and yet not very accountable, is a really new actor, which existing theories of 
media and democracy do not quite explain. 

Fifth, there is a need for careful study on how to construct these bridges generationally and institutionally 
that can transform youth energy into positive reform instead of cooptation or destructive break. It is not 
only a theoretical but a practical one. 

These gaps could be filled and help societies cope with a transition that is well underway and has serious 
repercussions. 

 
11. CONCLUSION 
While the facts and figures of the viral story of young people taking back an insult and mobilizing at 
lightning speed may not be entirely true, there's no denying the reality. A generation brought up on the 
internet is not only accustomed to a different level of power but also has a different tolerance of being 
ignored and radically more powerful means for making itself heard. That generation and a political 
establishment that is molded by older experiences will not pass. It is a structure of a young nation, a 
grammar of authority of old age. 

The key message is that the question that is most important is the wrong question, will the next leader be 
Gen Z. It's not just a matter of one person's age, it's a new operating system of participation faster, flatter, 
more transparent, more impatient with condescension and more difficult to ignore. Power can conform to 
this system, hold on to it or be substituted by it. It's the only choices. The key takeaway here is delivery and 
satisfaction are not one and the same. It is possible for an establishment to construct roads and develop 
the economy without meeting a generation that is demanding to be seen, heard and have a genuine 
stake in their own future. It's jobs and dignity, not slogans, that count. 

All the implications went in all directions. Youth organizers need to turn sparks into structures, or their 
energy will be lost. The only way to translate, deliver and prove or cede the future. Legitimacy is not 
something that institutions can take for granted, it must be achieved on a day to day basis. There is no 
set future. It will be written by the one who does the patient work of changing frustration to something 
that lasts. In fact, it was not the cockroaches that were the problem. They were refused the right to be 
heard, and this was. 
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